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June, 1860, when some 20,000 mourners marched behind the coffin of the widow of a Polish general killed in the insurrection of 1831. It became customary for women in deep mourning and men in Polish attire to foregather in churches on anniversaries of national events and to give vent to their feelings by singing patriotic songs. Two huge demonstrations held in Warsaw in February, 1861, were dispersed by Russian troops; five participants in the second demonstration (February 27, N.S.) were killed, and many were wounded. Tension in the Polish capital having reached a high pitch, Gorchakov deemed it wise to allow a self-appointed "delegation" of left-wing elements to assume responsibility for the maintenance of public order. For forty days the "delegation" practically ruled Warsaw with the assistance of a newly formed municipal guard of some 2,000 men. The events of February forced the Agricultural Society to depart from its cautious non-political attitude. An exceptionally well attended congress of the society then in session in Warsaw framed proposals fora drastic land reform (commutation of compulsory services for money due, and eventual transfer of land to the peasants) and petitioned the tsar, in terms which, however, were lacking in precision, for the restoration of Polish autonomy. After a brief delay the imperial government decided to grant some of the Polish demands. The policy of reconciliation was urged by the viceroy and had influential supporters in St. Petersburg (the Grand Duke Constantine, Prince Alexander Gorchakov, Valuev). Marquis Alexander Wielopolski, author of proposals for a limited autonomy embodied in the Russian official program, was called to take the leading part in the new Polish administration. Wielopolski, a wealthy Polish landowner, was the London representative of the Polish national government in 1831, but he had changed his mind since and had become an advocate of close cooperation with Russia. His ultimate object was the restoration of the constitution of 1815; he was willing, however, to proceed gradually and to be satisfied at first with less. The government of Pol'and announced in an imperial decree of March 14 (March 26, N.S.), 1861, and established by legislation passed in 1861 and 1862, was largely a return to the regime of the Organic Statute of 1832. The Polish state council was revived, and there was created a committee on religion and education, as well as institutions of local self-government (elective provincial, district, and municipal councils) endowed with comprehensive powers. From April to October,/1861, and from Jfane, 1862, to June, 1863> Wietopolski